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Abstract in English

Factors Affecting the Independence of Internal auditor in

Iraqi Governorate offices

Prepared by:
Mustafa Rasim Musstaff AL- Tuwaijari
Supervised by:

Dr. Modar Abdullatif

This study aimed to identify factors that affect the independence of the
internal auditor in Iraqi governorate offices. In particular, the study
aimed to identify the effects of the organizations structure, laws and
regulation, and the internal auditor’s qualification on enhancing his
independence, and to identify the main obstacles that limit his
independence.  To achieve these aims, the researcher used the
descriptive-analytical approach, employing a questionnaire that was
distributed to a sample of 250 individuals consisting of internal auditors
in Iraqi governorate offices, employees of the Iraqi Financial Control
Bureau, and investors who deal with governorate offices. 152 usable
responses were received. The questionnaire consisted of 49 questions
related to the possible effects of the organizational structure, laws and
regulations, and qualifications on enhancing internal auditor
independence. Some personal background questions were also included
in the questionnaire. The findings were analyzed using the Statistical
Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) program.



The study found that the organization structure has a significant effect in
enhancing internal auditor independence, especially if the internal
auditor reports directly to a high authority, such as the Governor, in
addition to an external supervisory authority. As for laws and
regulations, the study found that they also have a significant effect on
enhancing internal auditor independence, and that this independence can
be further enhanced if International Standards of Professional Practice of
Internal Auditing (ISPPIA) are applied. The study also found that the
internal auditor’s possession of academic, professional, and practical
qualifications has a significant effect on enhancing his independence,
and that there is a number of obstacles that limit his independence,
especially personal relations, pressures by higher officers, and low
salaries. Therefore the study recommended supporting the independence
of the internal auditor in Iraqi governorate offices by making him report
directly to a high authority, enhancing the laws and regulations related to
his responsibilities and authorities (especially requiring the use of
ISPPIA, increasing his qualifications, and reducing the pressures he
faces during his work.
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